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The past year was a very busy and productive one for our Society. The membership and Board laid a solid
groundwork for the future and completed many important projects in one short year. Their diligence and careful
planning provided a great start for the Society. 

PQALS 2019’s achievements:

• official charitable status granted by the Canada Revenue Agency
• held first AGM in May;
• first duly elected board; 
• participated in several community markets;

• launched website  https://parksvilleadultliteracy.ca/; 
• donations and membership fees raised approximately $14,000. 

Acknowledgements

A first service contract with CVIJOBS (the Career Centre) will provide a part-time Program Assistant and the
biennial tutor training for The Tutoring Program.  

Many  thanks  to  our  members  for  their  contributions  through  membership  and  their  hard  work  as  Gate
Ambassadors at Parksville Beach Festival which earned PQALS $2,722. 

A heartfelt thank you, also, to those who made generous donations to the Society:
      $5,400 from Charlotte Crowley and Barbara Lowe of Yoga on the Beach, 
      $1000 from the Knights of Columbus, 
      $1,980 from regular and lifetime membership fees, 
and very kind personal donations of 
      $500 from Jim Green, 
      $200 from Lucky Loonies, and 
      $3,000 from a donor who wishes to remain anonymous. 

Peter Rail has generously made an enduring contribution of  his  time and expertise  to  create  the Society’s
website.  https://parksvilleadultliteracy.ca/  Thank you, Peter.                           

PQALS is hopeful for continued successful fundraising efforts this year. 
With your help, we would like to provide another volunteer team of Gate Ambassadors for 
the Beach Festival. The four-hour shifts flew by, and meeting each other outside of Society 

meetings was very enjoyable. Let us know if you're interested in participating.    
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             PQALS Board Meetings

All members are very welcome to attend PQALS
Board meetings. After Board business, the floor
opens  for  comments  and  your  participation  is
welcome. 

This  year’s  meetings  are  in  Room  328,  The
Career Centre, 198 East Island Hwy, Parksville,
Wednesdays 12:00 – 2:00.

Dates:  January 22,  March 18,  and  the  Annual
General Meeting on May 20. 

Fall  meetings  are  scheduled  for  September  16
and November 18.

Please  mark  the  dates  on  your  calendar,
especially  the  AGM,  and  help  us  make  2020
another successful year!

Memberships
           

Annual  memberships  expired  at  year-end.   To
renew your  membership,  you  can  remit  the  $20
annual fee by mail to: 

         Parksville Qualicum Adult Literacy Society, 
         Box 1005, Parksville BC, V9P-2H1 

    or drop it off at The Tutoring Program office. 

A Lifetime Membership fee is $100. 

Long-term Funding

The Board is carefully preparing to approach local
businesses  and  organizations  to  seek  ongoing
sponsorship funding. Establishing long term stable
funding is key to achieving the goals of the Society,
and we are  hopeful  that  people  in  the  area   will
value our work and support literacy.

A table at the Summer-by-the-Sea public markets does not generate funding. However, it is a great
point-of-contact  with  the  community  and  raises  PQALS'  profile.  Several  prospective  tutors  and
learners discovered the Tutoring Program at our table last summer.

Support for charitable organizations and clubs is  declining across the country.  

In  the  face  of  this  trend,  your  support,  in  whatever  way  you  can,  of  adult
l iteracy,  numeracy  and  ESL  tutoring,  is  inspiring.    The  local  need  for  this
worthwhile  service  continues  to  grow  with  the  population  but,  with  so  much
input,  creativity,  enthusiasm and  plain  old   hard  work,  our PQ Adult  Literacy
Society can make a real  difference in people’s l ives.


